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Message from the New 
BSMB Chairman,  

Ray Boot-Handford 
 

 
 
It gives me much pleasure that my first duty 
as the new Chairman of the Society is to 
formally thank Bruce Caterson for all the hard 
work he has put into successfully stewarding 
the Society over the past 6 years.  During 
Bruce’s period as Chairman, the Society has 
moved into the 21st Century in terms of its 
administration with the adoption of on-line 
payment methods for membership and 
conference fees and with the appointment of 
a part-time administrator (Jane Lohmann) to 
look after membership issues.  The Society 
has instigated two prestigious awards (The 
Fell-Muir Award and the Young Investigator 
award) and significantly expanded its 
conference bursary programme.  All BSMB 
conferences now include the ‘Society 
session’ where hot topics of research 
selected from the meeting abstracts are 
presented. At Bruce’s personal suggestion, 
all PhD students attending Society 
Conference dinners get a £10 subsidy to 
encourage the younger end of the Society to 
attend these events. In addition, the 
committee now co-opts graduate and 
postgraduate representatives each year to 
ensure that the views and ideas of the newer 
members of the Society are heard.  Despite 

the fact that most of these new initiatives 
have involved significant extra costs for the 
Society, we have maintained a strong 
financial position because of the successes 
of our Society meetings and our strong 
membership.  Therefore thanks to the 
leadership provided by Bruce and the hard 
work and commitment of the BSMB 
Committee, the Society is in good shape to 
weather the tough times ahead, as the 
consequences of the recession and the 
inevitable restrictions in public spending, 
produce lean times for the research 
community.  I would like to conclude by 
thanking my proposers and the Society 
membership for bestowing upon me the 
privilege of becoming Chairman of The British 
Society for Matrix Biology. 
 
Ray Boot-Handford 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Editorial 
 
John Couchman 
 
It is not long since our highly successful joint 
meeting at University College London with 
the Bone Research Society.  The meeting 
was very well attended, and by common 
consent the science was excellent.   The UCL 
meeting also heralded change in the BSMB, 
as we welcomed the new Chairman, Ray 
Boot-Handford and passed on our sincere 
thanks to the departing chair, Bruce 
Caterson.  Bruce has been at the helm of the 
Society for over six years, in which time we 
have moved ahead in many different ways.  
Ray is also a great supporter of the BSMB, 
and brings energy and enthusiasm, and we 
wish him well. 
 
Many thanks go to Andy Pitsillides who 
finishes his term as a BSMB Committee 
member and along with Tonia Vincent, 
worked hard to ensure the success of our 
recent London meeting.  Nikki Kuiper also 
finished her term on the Committee, and we 
thank her also, not least for the excellent 
meeting in Keele.  She shares some thoughts 
about her time on the Committee in this 
newsletter.  Tonia Vincent has stepped 
forward to join the Committee, as has her 
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colleague from The Kennedy Institute for 
Rheumatology, Chris Murphy.  We welcome 
them, and thank them for their commitment. 
In 2010 we shall be seeking further 
Committee members, and the call will go out 
in the January 2010 newsletter.  Please 
consider getting involved, and help to ensure 
the future success of the BSMB. 
 
Forthcoming Attractions! 
 
In 2010 there will be much to look forward to 
in matrix biology.  The meetings calendar has 
an array of attractions.  First, the BSMB will 
return to its normal pattern of spring and 
autumn meetings.  On March 29 and 30, 
2010 our Spring Meeting will be held at The 
University of Manchester and is organised by 
Dr. Ann Canfield.  Some details of this 
meeting are shown below.  Our Autumn 
Meeting will be held on the campus of The 
University of East Anglia in Norwich, on 
September 6 and 7, 2010.  The theme of the 
meeting will be “Inflammation meets Matrix 
Biology” and is organised by Dr. Jelena 
Gavrilovic.  Further details will appear on the 
BSMB website. 
 
The BSMB will also take part in the German 
Society for Matrix Biology meeting on March 
18-20, 2010, as a guest Society.  It will be 
held in Frankfurt, and is organised by 
Professor Liliana Schaefer.  In the 
programme will be one BSMB session, where 
the speakers will be drawn from our 
membership, and chaired by Graham Riley 
and John Couchman.  BSMB members 
wishing to attend can take advantage of 
“member” rates when registering for the 
meeting, whether they are full or student 
members.  We acknowledge the kind 
invitation of the German Society for Matrix 
Biology and look forward to working with 
them.  Meeting details will shortly appear on 
their website, www.dgbf.de and our own. 
 
Next year will also be a FECTS year, the 
dates for your calendar are July 3-7.  The 
venue this time is Davos in Switzerland, and 
the German Society for Matrix Biology are the 
host and organising Society.  As always, it 
promises to be an excellent meeting.  For 
both the Frankfurt and Davos meetings, 
bursaries will be available.  Please watch the 
BSMB website for details. 

We are always looking for opinion, member 
news or other topical issues of interest to the 
membership.  If you are inclined to write a 
short piece for the newsletter, please contact 
me.  The next deadline for material will be the 
end of December. 
 
 
 
Current BSMB Committee 
 
Officers: 
Chairman, Prof. Ray Boot-Handford 
(University of Manchester; ray.boot-
handford@manchester.ac.uk) 
Honorary Secretary, Prof. John Couchman 
(University of Copenhagen; 
john.couchman@bric.ku.dk) 
Honorary Treasurer, Dr. Graham Riley 
(University of East Anglia; 
Graham.Riley@uea.ac.uk) 
 
Elected and Seconded Members: 
Dr Jelena Gavrilovic (University of East 
Anglia; j.gavrilovic@uea.ac.uk) 
Dr Ann Canfield (University of Manchester; 
ann.canfield@manchester.ac.uk) 
Dr David Young, (Newcastle University; 
d.a.young@ncl.ac.uk) 
Dr. Mandy Plumb (University of Aberdeen; 
m.plumb@abdn.ac.uk) 
Dr. Wael Kafienah (University of Bristol; 
w.z.kafienah@bristol.ac.uk) 
Dr. Tonia Vincent, (Kennedy Institute for 
Rheumatology, Imperial College London 
t.vincent@imperial.ac.uk) 
Dr. Chris Murphy, (Kennedy Institute for 
Rheumatology, Imperial College London 
c.murphy@imperial.ac.uk) 
 
Co-opted Members: 
Prof. Anthony Hollander (University of Bristol; 
A.Hollander@bristol.ac.uk) 
Professor Bruce Caterson (Cardiff University, 
caterson@Cardiff.ac.uk) 
Dr. Emma Blain (Postdoctoral 
Representative, Cardiff University; 
blain@Cardiff.ac.uk  
Mr. Chris Watson (Student Representative, 
University of Manchester; 
chris.watson@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk) 
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2009 BSMB Fell - Muir Award to 
Professor Tim Hardingham 

 

 
 
Professor Tim Hardingham (left) receives the 
2009 Fell-Muir award after his lecture at the 
London BSMB meeting. The award is 
presented by BSMB Secretary Prof. John 
Couchman and Chairman Prof. Bruce 
Caterson (right).  The Prize is awarded to a  
BSMB member for long-standing and 
outstanding contributions to Matrix Biology 
and the BSMB.  
 
Abstracts and the meeting report from the 
2009 University College London meeting 
will be published in late 2009 or early 2010 in 
the International Journal of Experimental 
Pathology, who are gratefully acknowledged 
for their continuing support. Meeting reports 
can be also accessed on the BSMB website 
(http://www.bsmb.ac.uk) 
 
 
2009 BSMB Young Investigator 
Award to Dr. Jérôme Lafont 
 

 

The 2009 BSMB Young Investigator award 
went to Dr. Jérôme E. Lafont of the Kennedy 
Institute for Rheumatology, Imperial College 
London.  The award is presented by Bruce 
Caterson, BSMB Chairman and John 
Couchman, BSMB Secretary at the 
conclusion of Dr. Lafont’s lecture.  The award 
recognises outstanding contributions to 
matrix biology by one of our younger 
members. 
 
The Committee intend that a further Young 
Investigator award will be made at the BSMB 
Autumn 2010 meeting to be held at the 
University of East Anglia.  The eligibility rules 
for this award are available on the BSMB 
website and we strongly encourage our 
young members to consider entering this 
competition. 
 
____________________________________ 

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

BSMB Committee –  
PhD student member 

 
The BSMB Committee has for a few years 
now included a representative from our PhD 
student members.  This has been a very 
successful strategy and our past student 
Committee members have made valuable 
contributions to the Society.  As Chris 
Watson, our current PhD student 
representative prepares to move to the next 
stage of his career, we thank him for his time 
and efforts. 
 
We now seek a replacement for Chris.  Any 
PhD student member of the Society is eligible 
for a one year term on the Committee, 
commencing in September 2009 and ending 
after our September meeting in 2010, to be 
held in Norwich.  We expect that the 
successful candidate will normally be 
available to attend both the BSMB meetings, 
and the occasional Committee meetings held 
at other times.  This includes a scheduled 
Committee meeting on September 28, 2009 
in Bristol. 
 
Nominees should send a short letter of intent 
and a CV to the Secretary, together with a 
statement from the student’s mentor agreeing 
to the student’s participation on the 
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Committee.   To avoid the necessity for an 
election, the first appropriately qualified 
nominee to e-mail the required information 
will be appointed. 
 
Informal enquiries about the post can be 
made with the Secretary, John Couchman by 
e-mail (john.couchman@bric.ku.dk) or phone 
(+45 353 25670). 
 
____________________________________ 
 

BSMB 2010 Meeting 
 
“Vascular Matrix in Health and 
Disease”  
 
March 29-30th

 2010, University of 
Manchester 
 
BSMB Organiser: Ann Canfield (University 
of Manchester) 
 
 
Contact Information 
ann.canfield@manchester.ac.uk 
 
 
This meeting will focus on the vascular 
system and include sessions on 
Angiogenesis and Development, Vascular 
Pathology, Growth factors, Stem cells and 
their niche, as well as Vascular Engineering.  
In addition there will be an open BSMB 
session where all topics related to matrix 
biology will be covered.  Poster sessions will 
be an important component of the meeting, 
and as with the BSMB session, are not 
restricted to vascular biology, but open to all 
aspects of matrix biology.  In addition, the 
BSMB Annual General Meeting for 2010 will 
be held at this time. 
 
Accommodation will be available at Hulme 
Hall, and a conference dinner is planned at 
the Whitworth Art Gallery, within walking 
distance of the meeting site. 
 
Further information will appear on the BSMB 
website and in the next newsletter (January 
2010). 
 

Conference Bursaries from 
the BSMB  
The BSMB committee reminds members and 
student members of the availability of 
bursaries to attend the Spring 2010 BSMB 
and other relevant meetings.  Full details are 
available on our web-site. www.bsmb.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Ann Canfield 
 
 
A view from the Committee – 

Dr. Nikki Kuiper 
Nikki has just completed her term on the 
BSMB Committee.  Earlier this year I asked 
her to write a short personal view of her time 
on the Committee and the organisation of our 
highly successful Keele meeting - Editor 
 
 

 
 
As I write this short report, the BSMB is 
actively recruiting members to the committee. 
Any member of the Society can be elected to 
serve on our committee. I responded to the 
call for nominations three years ago having 
been a BSMB member for 15+ years. At that 
time I was interested in shaping the future of 
the BSMB and I was keen to run a meeting at 
my own institution, Keele University. Three 
years later, having served my time on the 
committee, I reluctantly have to step down. 
However, before I disappear, I wanted to tell 
you just how rewarding and enjoyable my 
experience has been. 
 
At my first committee meeting I was 
welcomed by an enthusiastic group of 
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people. Just as I began to relax and enjoy the 
meeting the BSMB Chair, Bruce Caterson, 
asked me to organise a meeting at Keele. My 
first thought was that I had never constructed 
a meeting on this scale. My second thought 
was that Keele was not known for its matrix 
biology! Given these reservations, it is 
understandable that I was terrified! 
Fortunately the BSMB committee provided 
me with a written guide to meeting 
organisation and a lot of encouragement 
throughout the months leading up to my 
meeting. On my return to Keele, my first 
priority was to identify the venue on Keele 
campus and book the lecture theatre, the 
rooms for the poster displays, the 
accommodation, the catering, the reception, 
the conference dinner and the a.v. 
equipment. Keele provided me with a 
conference planner who was invaluable 
throughout the process. For one thing, she 
was very patient with me as I got to grips with 
my budget.  
 
My second priority was to decide on the focus 
of the meeting, organise the programme and 
choose the speakers. I think that this was the 
best bit especially since all of the speakers 
that I approached were very keen to talk at 
the BSMB. My next priorities were 
sponsorship and advertising. With the 
guidance of our Treasurer, Graham Riley, I 
began the tough task of arranging 
sponsorship for the meeting. Sponsorship 
allows us to subsidise the conference dinner 
as well as cover the costs of the 
programmes, badges, poster boards, wine, 
cheese and nibbles! I think that this was the 
most difficult thing to do. It is hard to ask 
people for money! Our Administrator, Jane 
Lohmann, was a great help with advertising 
and all of the other last minute jobs that I had 
to do. Finally I had to sort out all of the 
abstracts and produce a programme. This 
was very last minute and probably the most 
stressful process for me. The day of the 
meeting arrived and my post docs and PhD 
students ran themselves ragged for 48h. 
Thanks to them and the local organisers 
(John Wardale and Alicia El Haj) the meeting 
ran smoothly and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. It was great to showcase Keele 
and I would love to do it again. 
 

Subsequent committee meetings have 
allowed me to contribute to shaping the future 
of our Society. During my three years, we 
have worked hard to provide a better bursary 
system and to make more bursaries available 
to the membership. Ann Canfield has led a 
small team which has developed this issue. 
In addition, as a committee, we have 
introduced the Young Investigator Award and 
the Fell Muir prize. So all in all it has been a 
busy three years but it has been great fun. 
 
In the future, I will continue to attend as many 
BSMB meetings as possible. They are an 
excellent forum for identifying collaborators, 
meeting old friends and making new ones. 
They are also a source of personal lasting 
memories. I would like to thank the members 
for this opportunity and I would like to 
encourage other members to take the plunge 
and put themselves forward for nomination in 
the future.  
 
 

Treasurer’s report for 2008 
 
Graham Riley, BSMB Treasurer 
 
In 2008 we saw the effects of the modest rise 
in BSMB membership subscription fees, 
leading to an increase in the Society’s 
subscription income, from £3,800 in 2007 to 
just over £8000 in 2008. Although we may 
have lost one or two members, the active 
membership of the society continues to grow 
and we are able to give more back to the 
junior members in the form of travel bursaries 
and prizes. At the end of the year the fund 
balance stood at £61,250, compared to 
£52,455 in 2007. However, this figure 
includes unmet liabilities for the meeting in 
Cardiff, which are in the region of £9000. The 
overall picture of the BSMB finances is 
therefore of continuing stability, maintaining a 
healthy reserve even while increasing the 
amount we have been able to give in pursuit 
of our primary goals - to promote research, 
knowledge and education in the biology of 
the extracellular matrix.  
 
We had two meetings in 2008, both of which 
were well attended and brought 
internationally-renowned speakers into 
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conference with BSMB members of all levels 
– those beginning their research careers and 
those whose careers have (probably!) 
reached their zenith. The spring meeting in 
York, very ably organised by Philippa 
Parsons, showed only a very small loss 
(£80), when payments received in 2007 and 
2009 are taken into account. The Cardiff 
meeting, organised primarily by Emma Blain 
and Clare Hughes, celebrated the work and 
lifetime achievements of Tim Hardingham. 
The meeting was consequently somewhat 
larger than normal BSMB meetings, and the 
organisers did an excellent job raising 
sponsorship, leading to an overall profit of 
around £6700 when all liabilities are taken 
into account. My congratulations to both sets 
of organisers, including the unsung helpers, 
friends and members, who made these two 
tremendous meetings happen with such 
apparent ease. 
 
2008 is the second year in which we have 
benefited from receiving the part-time 
administrative services of Jane Lohmann. 
Based in the University of Bristol, Jane is 
responsible for administering the membership 
database record and helps to coordinate the 
work of the committee. She is particularly 
helpful dealing with membership enquiries 
and new member applications, acting as the 
first point of call for many members seeking 
advice on subscription and membership 
matters. We now have much better records, 
and this has helped us maintain the 
membership database service available to 
our members on the website. The committee 
consider the £3000 cost of this service was 
well justified. 
 
The BSMB website continues to develop, and 
we have benefited from a series of upgrades 
that were made during 2008 by professional 
website designers. We are now able to 
submit meeting abstracts electronically 
through the website, which I hope will take 
away some of the burden of the editorial role 
of the secretary, John Couchman.  The 
website is now relatively easy for me to 
maintain and I can quickly add new 
information relating to relevant BSMB 
interests. So please let me know if you have 
any articles, job adverts, meeting information 
etc that you would like to have posted. 
 

The Young Investigator Award for 2008 was 
awarded to Emma Blain. Emma gave a 
research presentation at the York meeting 
and was presented with a certificate and a 
cheque for £1000. I would strongly 
encourage junior members of the society to 
consider putting themselves forward for this 
award, which we hope will provide a 
substantial boost to the recipient’s CV as well 
as their bank balance! The Fell Muir award 
for 2008 was presented to Dick Heinegård at 
the Cardiff meeting. This award seeks to 
recognise the life time achievement of 
prominent scientists, and we are pleased for 
the donation of the prize of £1000 from the 
International Journal of Experimental 
Pathology. The committee will continue to 
consider making these annual awards as a 
mark of recognition to senior scientists who 
have contributed greatly to the work and aims 
of the BSMB. 
 
A major part of the BSMB strategy for 
supporting younger scientists is through the 
provision of travel bursaries. This function 
has been particularly well administered by the 
BSMB committee member Ann Canfield, and 
we were successful in providing a large 
number of bursaries in 2008. There have 
been a number of innovations. Student and 
post-doc representatives on the committee 
are eligible for a bursary of up to £125 to 
attend one BSMB meeting a year, and this 
option was taken up by Darren Plumb and 
Yashi Mahalingham to defray the costs of the 
York meeting. We were able to give the full 
complement of conference reporter and 
conference presenter bursaries in 2008, as 
well as 9 bursaries of £400 to help younger 
members attend the FECTs meeting in 
Marseille.  In 2008 the committee took the 
decision to open up the bursary scheme to 
enable members to attend any meeting with a 
matrix biology theme, in addition to the 
FECTS, ASMB and the regular BSMB 
meetings. Please have a look at the website 
(www.bsmb.ac.uk) to find the full details of 
these bursaries and the eligibility criteria.  
 
I have already thanked the International 
Journal of Experimental Pathology (IJEP) for 
their support of the Fell Muir award, but I am 
also grateful for their sponsorship of poster 
prizes at meetings, which is another activity 
that seeks to encourage high quality research 
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by our young members. IJEP publish the meeting abstracts, providing an important 
avenue for dissemination of our research 
output. Recipients of the Young Investigator 
and Fell Muir awards will also publish an 
overview of their research in the journal, and I 
hope that this will stimulate others to emulate 
their achievements.    
 
The BSMB continues to be a member of the 
Biosciences Federation, an umbrella 
organisation which has the stated aim to 
provide ‘a single authority representing the 
UK’s biological expertise, providing 
independent opinion to inform public policy 
and promoting the advancement of the 
biosciences’.  The subscription fee due in 
2008 was just £280, and this will be paid in 
early 2009. 
 
The accounts for 2008 also include bank 
charges for £240, which comprises the 
regular payment of £20 per month to ProtX, 
the company that provides our credit card 
payment facility on the website. A one-off 
payment of £235 was made for legal advice 
on public liability issues potentially faced by 
the BSMB at its meetings. The committee 
also provided £500 sponsorship for a meeting 
organized by three of our members, and I 

hope that other members will put forward 
similar proposals for support in the future. 
There was a small but highly successful 
satellite meeting before the main BSMB 
meeting in Cardiff, organized by Sally 
Roberts, and this received some financial 
support too. 
 
The committee met twice in Birmingham 
during 2008, a venue that we find conducive 
to productive discussion of BSMB issues, as 
well as being readily accessible for most 
committee members. As ever, committee 
meetings were chaired by the irrepressible 
Bruce Caterson, providing the unflagging 
enthusiasm that helped stimulate the 
generation of many new ideas. Since this is 
the last year of his term as Chair, on behalf of 
the committee I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Bruce for the massive 
contribution he has made to the BSMB over 
the years. As treasurer, I have very much 
enjoyed working with Bruce, John and the 
rest of the committee in 2008, and welcome 
the new Chair, Ray Boot-Handford, who took 
over from Bruce at the AGM in London.  I am 
confident that the BSMB will continue to 
prosper and grow under his leadership.


