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Call for Nominations –  
BSMB Chairman 

 
The current BSMB Chairman, Professor 
Bruce Caterson, completes his term of office 
at the June 2009 meeting of our Society.  
Therefore, we are beginning the search for a 
successor.   
 
The Chairman is responsible for the 
organisation and running of the BSMB, and 
together with the Committee formulates 
policy, represents the Society as appropriate 
in interactions with other bodies, and 
promotes the mission and objectives of the 
BSMB. 
 
The Chairman shall not normally hold that 
office for a term of more than three years. In 
any case, the Chair shall not hold that office 
for more than six consecutive years, but they 
shall be eligible for election to any other office 
in the Society. The term of office will begin at 
the June 2009 BSMB meeting.  It is an 
expectation that the Chairman will be 
available to attend a very high proportion of 
BSMB Committee meetings and conferences 
through his/her term of office. It is anticipated 
that the new BSMB Chair will attend the June 
2009 to take office. 
 
Nominations for Chairman of the BSMB can 
be made by any 2 members of the BSMB, or 
members of the current BSMB Committee.  
Nominations, together with the written 
consent of the proposed nominee should be 
forwarded to the Honorary Secretary, 
Professor John Couchman, by Saturday 28 
February, 2009.  These can be sent by e-
mail to john.couchman@bric.ku.dk   
 
In the event of more than one nomination, a 
ballot of the membership by e-mail will be 
held.  To this end, it would be helpful if 
nominees can send a brief (one page) CV 
together with a short statement outlining their 
aspirations for the Society should they be 
elected. In the event of no nominations, the 
Committee may elect to nominate and 
appoint a person to the Chair. 
 
John Couchman, Honorary Secretary, 
BSMB. January 2009. 

Editorial 
 
John Couchman 
 
Happy New Year – On behalf of the BSMB 
Committee, I would like to wish all our 
members a successful, rewarding and 
healthy 2009.  Welcome to the 73rd 
Connective Issues. There are some important 
changes taking place this year. First, as you 
will see in the previous column, a new 
Chairman will be appointed in 2009.  Bruce 
Caterson’s term of office will finish at our 
London meeting in June and we thank him for 
all his work and many contributions over the 
past six years.  With his inimitable style, 
Bruce has firmly left his mark on our Society, 
which is all the better for his humour and 
tireless support for Matrix Biology. 
 
In addition, Nikki Kuiper and Andy Pitsillides 
finish their three-year terms as BSMB 
Committee members, and we also thank 
them for their time and hard work.  Andy has 
been involved in organising our 2009 meeting 
at University College London, and more 
details about this meeting are below.  If you 
are a full member of the BSMB and would 
like to get involved, please consider putting 
your name forward to join the Committee. 
 
I should make special mention of our Cardiff 
meeting last September.  By common 
consent it was an outstanding meeting in all 
regards. Congratulations to the organisers.  
Looking ahead to 2009, we shall depart from 
our usual ‘two meetings a year’ format. There 
will be a single larger meeting, in conjunction 
with the Bone Research Society, at University 
College London.  The meeting is set for June 
14-16. The BSMB will hold its AGM at that 
time, and it is anticipated that both the 2009 
Fell-Muir and Young Investigator awardees 
will give lectures. Further details are provided 
below. 
 
We are always looking for opinion, member 
news or other topical issues of interest to the 
membership.  If you are inclined to write a 
short piece for the newsletter, please contact 
me.  The next deadline for material will be 
20th June, 2009. 
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Chairman’s Letter 
 
Prof. Bruce Caterson 
 

This upcoming BSMB meeting in 
London, to be run in conjunction with the 
Bone Research Society and hosted by Andy 
Pitsillides, will be my last meeting as 
Chairman of the BSMB after six plus years.  I 
have to admit that, as a researcher who 
started out his career in Australia, spent 20 
years in the USA and now 14 years in the 
UK, my time as BSMB Chairman has been 
one of the most honourable, fun, rewarding 
and exciting experiences within my lifetime.  
In particular, I have very much enjoyed the 
enthusiasm, motivation and professionalism 
of the many colleagues that I have worked 
closely with on the BSMB Committee.  
Without their innovative ideas and energetic 
enthusiasm the BSMB would not be the 
successful National (really International) 
Society that it is today.  In particular, I must 
mention the Secretaries and Treasurers of 
the Society that I have worked with (Anthony 
Hollander, John Couchman, Jay Dudia and 
Graham Riley) who have really done all of the 
hard work in managing this Society whilst I 
was at the helm.  Nonetheless, these officers 
were duly kept in check with the scrutiny of 
the numerous (too many to name) other 
‘crew’ members of the BSMB Committee over 
these past 6 years.   

When I took over the responsibility of 
Chairman from my longstanding friend and 
colleague Professor Tim Hardingham in 
2002, I could see that our Society had an 
opportunity to move into a new level of 
management and delivery of innovative 
research meetings to Society members.  
Luckily for me, I inherited a Society that was 
financially stable and had already acquired 
enough reserve funds to ensure that even if 
we ever had at least one failed meeting we 
had enough money to cover this kind of 
disaster.  This allowed me to suggest a new 
policy for our meetings where we would 
follow the principle that one has to “give to 
get”; i.e. we would bring in the best in our 
field (worldwide) to present and participate at 
our meetings; in return we would get greater 
attendances and opportunities for our 
students and members to meet these 
individuals face-to-face.  This simple 

philosophy was rapidly absorbed and applied 
by all of the individuals who organised our 
BSMB meetings since 2002. Consequently, 
our financial resources have increased quite 
significantly since then (Graham of course 
would tell me that I have to be careful what I 
say here) and, as a result of this, we are now 
able to give back much of our financial gains 
to our membership in many different ways; 
e.g. we have increased the financial support 
provided and number of bursaries that we 
can give to our younger students and 
postdocs; we now have two annual 
prestigious awards that we give to both our 
young and more mature members of the 
Society; and also we give back to people who 
attend our meetings by providing subsidised 
dinner fees to our students and of course the 
Chairman’s authorisation of a couple of free 
drinks to get the thing going at our meeting 
events. 

I would also like to thank Emma Blain, 
Clare Hughes and Vic Duance for their 
organisation and hosting of a very successful 
Autumn 2008 BSMB meeting in Cardiff that 
had approximately 200 attendees. This 
meeting was also to honour and 
acknowledge the outstanding contributions 
made to British Matrix Biology by Prof. Tim 
Hardingham and his retirement in September 
2008. Professor Dick Heinegård was also 
honoured and presented with the 2008 Fell-
Muir Award for his outstanding internationally 
recognised contributions to Matrix Biology 
and his longstanding support of the BSMB for 
over 30 years. Interestingly, the 2009 Fell-
Muir Award will be presented to Tim 
Hardingham for his similar contributions and 
recognition. Finally, I would like to thank all of 
the BSMB members, past and present, for 
their positive support, enthusiastic input and 
continued contributions of state-of-the-art 
research into Matrix Biology.    
 
 

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

BSMB Committee 
 
The BSMB Committee is seeking to fill two 
places on its Committee that will become 
vacant in June 2009.  The new incumbents 
will then take their place on the Committee at 
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the London meeting in June 2009.  The usual 
term of office is three years. 
 
Any current BSMB member in good standing 
is eligible for nomination. Committee 
members formulate policy for the Society and 
there is a major responsibility for the 
organisation of BSMB meetings.  It is 
expected that each Committee member will 
take a major part in planning and 
organisation of one BSMB meeting in the 
course of their tenure.  It is anticipated that 
Committee members are available to attend 
most Committee meetings that coincide with 
our conferences, but also attend one or two 
further meetings per year, usually in 
Birmingham.  In the past these have been in 
the winter (December/January) and summer 
(June/July). 
 
We encourage Society members to become 
involved in the future of the BSMB.  
Candidates should forward their CV and 
statement of interest to Ms. Jane Lohmann 
(J.M.Lohmann@bristol.ac.uk).  In the event 
that we receive more than two nominations, 
an election may be held, in line with our 
Constitution.  Informal enquiries about these 
vacancies can be made with the Secretary, 
John Couchman by e-mail 
(john.couchman@bric.dk) or phone (+45 353 
25670). 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATIONS IS 
FEBRUARY 28, 2009. 
____________________________________ 
 
Current BSMB Committee 
 
Officers: 
Chairman, Prof. Bruce Caterson (Cardiff 
University;  Caterson@Cardiff.ac.uk) 
Honorary Secretary, Prof. John Couchman 
(University of Copenhagen; 
john.couchman@bric.dk) 
Honorary Treasurer, Dr. Graham Riley 
(University of East Anglia; 
Graham.Riley@uea.ac.uk) 
 
Elected and Seconded Members: 
Dr. Nikki Kuiper (Keele University; 
n.j.kuiper@biol.keele.ac.uk) 
Dr Andy Pitsillides (The Royal Veterinary 
College; apitsill@rvc.ac.uk) 

Dr Jelena Gavrilovic (University of East 
Anglia; j.gavrilovic@uea.ac.uk) 
Dr Ann Canfield (University of Manchester; 
ann.canfield@manchester.ac.uk) 
Dr David Young, (Newcastle University; 
d.a.young@ncl.ac.uk) 
Dr. Mandy Plumb (University of Aberdeen; 
m.plumb@abdn.ac.uk) 
Dr. Wael Kafienah (University of Bristol; 
w.z.kafienah@bristol.ac.uk) 
 
Co-opted Members: 
Dr. Tonia Vincent, (Kennedy Institute for 
Rheumatology, Imperial College London 
t.vincent@imperial.ac.uk) 
Prof. Anthony Hollander (University of Bristol; 
A.Hollander@bristol.ac.uk) 
Dr. Emma Blain (Postdoctoral 
Representative, Cardiff University; 
blain@Cardiff.ac.uk  
Mr. Chris Watson (Student Representative, 
University of Manchester; 
chris.watson@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk) 
 
 
2008 BSMB Fell - Muir Award to 
Professor Dick Heinegård 

 
Professor Dick Heinegård (centre) receives 
the 2008 Fell-Muir award after his lecture at 
the Cardiff BSMB meeting. The award is 
presented by BSMB Chairman Prof. Bruce 
Caterson (right) and Secretary Prof. John 
Couchman (left).  The Prize is awarded to a  
BSMB member for long-standing and 
outstanding contributions to Matrix Biology 
and the BSMB. Thanks to Ms Sophie Gilbert 
for the photograph. 
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Abstracts and the meeting report from the 
Autumn 2008 Cardiff meeting will be 
published in early 2009 in the International 
Journal of Experimental Pathology, who are 
gratefully acknowledged for their continuing 
support. The meeting report can be also 
accessed on the BSMB website 
(http://www.bsmb.ac.uk). 
 

 
BSMB Young Investigator Award 
2009 
 
Request for Applications under 
our Revised Scheme 
 
From Professor Anthony Hollander 
 
Two years ago we decided to put in place a 
“Young Investigator” award, with the aim of 
encouraging further participation of our 
younger members in the Society’s activities.  
We are delighted that for 2 years running we 
have been able to make the award to 
outstanding scientists who have given 
excellent talks.  However the process has not 
been completely smooth and we have been 
worried by the low number of applications, 
making it difficult to run a competition each 
year. 
 
After discussing this problem with our student 
and postdoctoral representatives on the 
BSMB Committee, we have decided to adjust 
the rules to encourage wider participation.  
The two specific changes will be (1) 
Applications will now come directly from the 
student/postdoc themselves, rather than 
being nominated by the supervisor (2) 
Instead of judging the award on the basis of a 
body of work over a period of time, we will 
instead judge it on the single best publication 
which should be selected and submitted by 
the applicant; this will ensure that even quite 
inexperienced scientists can be competitive 
for the award if they have made a significant 
contribution to a strong publication. 
 
The complete, modified rules for application 
are shown below.  These will also be posted 
on the BSMB web site. 
 
Application Rules 

1.  Applicants for the prize should have been 
a BSMB member for at least 6 months and 
they should be within 6 calendar years of 
completion of their PhD at the time of 
nomination.  Time out for family and illness 
will be taken into account. 

 
2.  The applicant should submit a PDF file 

with their single best publication (in press 
articles will be accepted if the letter of 
acceptance is also submitted) along with a 
word file containing a paragraph of text 
(maximum, 250 words) explaining a) their 
contribution to the work and b) why they 
think the study was important. 

 
3.  In addition to the paper and supporting 

text, applicants must submit a complete 
CV.  They may also include a letter of 
support from their mentor (who need not 
be a BSMB member), but this is optional.  
This additional information may be taken 
into account by the judging panel. 

 
4.  The prize will be £1000 and a certificate. 

The winner will give a 30 minute lecture at 
the next Society meetings. Nominees 
should therefore ensure their availability 
for this meeting, which is June 15/16, 2009 
at University College London 

 
5.  All applications will be reviewed by a sub-

committee drawn from the current BSMB 
committee, under the Chairmanship of 
Professor Anthony Hollander to whom 
applications and associated material 
should be sent: A.Hollander@bristol.ac.uk 

 
6.  The judging panel reserves the right to re-

advertise with an extended submission 
date if there are too few applicants to hold 
a competition.  The panel also reserves 
the right to not make an award if none of 
the applications are considered of high 
enough quality. 

 
Closing date is February 28, 2009. 
____________________________________ 
 
BSMB 2009 Meeting 
“Bone and Cartilage Biology:  Lessons 
from development, vascular 
interactions, and dysplasia”  
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2nd Joint Meeting of the BSMB and 
Bone Research Society 
 
June 14-16th

 2009, University College 
London 
 
BSMB Organisers: Andy Pitsillides (Royal 
Veterinary College) and Tonia Vincent 
(Kennedy / Imperial College London) 
BRS Organisers: Tim Arnett (UCL) and 
Sanjeev Patel (SGUL) 
 
2009 sees the BSMB joining forces for the 
second time with the Bone Research Society 
in a combined meeting at University College, 
London.  
   
The scientific programme is exciting and 
varied, with excellent international keynote 
speakers including Leif Dahlberg (Malmö, 
Sweden), Karen Lyons (Los Angeles, USA), 
Stefan Mundlos (Berlin, Germany), Bjorn 
Olsen (Boston, USA), Mats Paulsson 
(Cologne, Germany) and Irving Shapiro 
(Philadelphia, USA).   The programme will 
also include a lecture from the 2009 BSMB 
Fell-Muir awardee, Tim Hardingham 
(Manchester).  Also planned is a lecture from 
the BSMB Young Investigator awardee, for 
which applications are encouraged (details in 
this newsletter and on the BSMB website). 
 
The meeting will feature sessions on: 
challenges faced by osteocytes and 
chondrocytes; relationships between the 
vasculature and the skeleton; cancer and 
bone; skeletal development and dysplasias; 
extracellular matrix and matricellular proteins 
in health and disease; innovative imaging 
methods for bone & cartilage; and cutting-
edge techniques in bone & cartilage 
research. 
 
A New Investigator Session (extremely 
popular at the 2008 BRS-BORS meeting in 
Manchester) will feature talks on career 
development and funding by some of the 
major providers in our field. 
 
 A key component of the meeting will be the 
extensive opportunities for informal 
discussion and poster viewing, including an 
extended reception on the evening of 
Monday, 15 June. You will also be able to 

‘Meet-the-Professor-in-the-Pub’!  This novel 
and uniquely British concept will enable you 
to discuss your research with key experts in 
an informal, convivial setting in local pubs, 
each of which will be ‘themed’ according to 
key subject areas.   
 
High quality post-graduate en-suite 
accommodation is available within walking 
distance of the venue at only £37 per night. 
Additional nights are likely to be available 
after the meeting at the same low rate. 
 
Both the BRS and the BSMB are delighted to 
offer a number of new investigator awards 
and travel or ‘reporter’ bursaries, as well as 
prizes for oral and poster presentations.  
 
The BSMB Annual General Meeting will be 
held in the course of our meeting, at which 
the new Chairman will take over the reins of 
the Society.  All BSMB full, student and 
honorary members are encouraged, and are 
welcome, to attend.  
 
Further information is available on the BSMB 
website (www.bsmb.ac.uk).  At the end of this 
newsletter there is a flyer about the 
BSMB/BRS meeting.  Please print and post 
for your colleagues to see. 
 
Deadlines: Registration and abstract 
submission are now available through the 
BSMB website. 
 
2 March 2009 – Deadline for abstracts, and 
applications for bursaries. 
 
20 March 2009 – Confirmation to authors 
of abstracts. 
 
27 March 2009 – Deadline for early 
registration. 
 
Further information regarding meeting 
organisation can also be obtained from Janet 
Crompton (meeting organiser on behalf of the 
BMSB and BRS) janet@janet-crompton.com 
 
Contact Information 
apitsill@rvc.ac.uk 
t.vincent@imperial.ac.uk 
t.arnett@ucl.ac.uk 
spatel@sthelier.sghms.ac.uk 
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To BSMB young members – 
BSMB/BRS meeting in London 
 
Following the success of the BSMB autumn 
meeting in Cardiff I would like to draw your 
attention to the forthcoming joint BRS/BSMB 
meeting being held in London in June.  The 
meeting, which will take place over 3 days, 
will include a social event titled “Meet-the-
Professor-in-the-Pub” on the Sunday night.  
This will provide an ideal opportunity for 
young members to meet with leading 
academics on an informal basis.  The chosen 
pubs will be themed based on different 
academic subjects and at the end of the night 
we’ll all meet at a single venue.  The social 
event will begin following the New 
Investigator/Trainee Session which includes 
talks to help direct your career.  Be sure to 
not miss out and arrive for registration on the 
Sunday lunchtime; a number of bursaries are 
available for the meeting - check the website 
for details. 
  
Finally, if you would like to help out on the 
night please get in touch.  I’m looking forward 
to meeting you all in London. 
 
Chris Watson 
 
PhD Student Representative, BSMB 
Committee 
____________________________________ 
 
Conference Bursaries from 
the BSMB – a New Scheme 
Bursaries are available to support members 
of the society to attend meetings relevant to 
matrix biology. Applicants should be non-
tenured scientists, preferably at an early 
stage of their research career and unlikely to 
have access to travel funds. For this reason, 
preference is given to young researchers 
such as graduate students and early post-
docs (less than 6 years post-doc). Several 
types of bursary are offered: 

• Bursaries to attend BSMB meetings.  
• Bursaries to attend meetings 

organised by the Federation of 
European Connective Tissue 

Societies (FECTS) and the American 
Society for Matrix Biology (ASMB).  

• Bursaries to attend other national and 
international meetings with a matrix 
biology theme.   

Further information regarding eligibility and 
deadlines are on the BSMB website 
(www.bsmb.ac.uk)  
 
Dr. Ann Canfield 
 
 
Biosciences Federation 
The BSMB is a member affiliate of the 
Biosciences Federation, an organisation 
dedicated to the promotion of the Biological 
Sciences in the UK.  Most of the relevant, 
leading UK Societies are similarly affiliated 
with this organisation.  The Biosciences 
Federation undertakes analyses of key 
issues, and is a recognised authority in 
relations with government, funding bodies 
and other interested parties.  The BSF 
produces a number of reports annually, and 
often seeks input from member organisations 
and individuals.  We do not routinely 
disseminate information from the BSF to 
members, not least to avoid cluttering in-
boxes.  However, the BSF website  
www.bsf.ac.uk is available for those 
interested. There are well advanced plans for 
a merger with The Institute of Biology to form 
a single organisation.  A recently released 
document ‘Towards a Single Voice for UK 
Biology’ can be found at 
http://www.bsf.ac.uk/Media/NewOrg.htm 
Both organisations have received strong 
support for a merger from their respective 
memberships. 
 
John Couchman 




