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Editorial

by Rose Maciewicz

Welcome to this Summer issue of the BCTS
newsletter. You will note that this newsletter is now
in a new format, thanks to the efforts of our new
committee member Jo Lewthwaite. We hope that
you will find it easier to read. Those of you who
went to the Spring BCTS meeting in Cardiff will
know that the Society membership has voted to
alter its name to the British Society for Matrix
Biology. More about this below.

Please note this is the last newsletter before the
Autumn BCTS meeting in Leicester. The
programme for this meeting can be found on page
5 and registration and bursary application forms
are appended.

Many thanks to Drs. Alvin Kwan and Malcolm
Davies for organising the Spring 1998 BCTS
meeting in Cardiff. It was an excellent meeting and
for those of you who could not attend, the report of
this meeting is appended.

We are making progress in setting up our new web
site and more information can be found on page 3.

The Society has also created a new award to
recognise the work of young investigators in the
field of matrix biology. The first such award will be
presented at the Spring BCTS meeting in Oxford
March 1999. Information regarding applications
can be found on page 4.

If anyone has items for inclusion in the newsletter
or website, these should be sent electronically
either by email attachement or on a disc posted to
Dr. Rose Maciewicz at the address on the cover
page. Your contributions will be gratefully received.

Referendum result

New name for the Society

Following a proposal from the BCTS committee that
the Society should change its name to the British
Society for Matrix Biology (BSMB), a ballot was
held in the Spring issue of the newsletter. The
committee is pleased to announce that the ballot was
carried with around a quarter of the membership
voting (80 yes, 11 no). The Committee is therefore
presently consulting with the Charity Commission and
hopefully the new name will be official within the next
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couple of months. The amended Constitution will be
circulated in the next newsletter. Finally it was also
suggested that the name of the newsletter should
change from Connective Issues to Matrix
Interactions. Comments about this to the Secretary
Dr Rose Maciewicz please.

Current BCTS Committee

Officers:

Chairman, Professor Tim Hardingham, University of
Manchester; tharding@fs1.scg.man.ac.uk, Honorary,
Treasurer, Professor John Gallagher, Patterson Institute,
Manchester; JGallagher@picr.man.ac.uk, Honorary
Secretary, Dr Rose Maciewicz, Zeneca Pharmaceuticals;
rose.maciewicz@alderley.zeneca.com,

Elected members:

Dr Alvin Kwan, University of Wales, Cardiff;
kwanap@cardiff.ac.uk; Dr Malcolm Davies University of
Wales, Cardiff, daviesm6@cf.ac.uk; Dr Garry Rucklidge,
Rowett Research Institute, Aberdeen; gjr@rri.sari.ac.uk;
Professor Jo Edwards, University College Hospital
Medical School, London; jo.edwards@ucl.ac.uk; Dr Jo
Lewthwaite, Eastman I[nstitute, University College
London, J.Lewthwaite@eastman.ucl.ac.uk; Dr Jay
Dudhia, The Royal Veterinary College, London;
jdudhia@rvc.ac.uk.

Ex officio member:

Dr. Louise McKenna, The Royal Veterinary College,
London; Imckenna@rvc.ac.uk.

Call for nominations for BCTS

Chairman and Committee members
The Chairman (TH) and three committee members
(AK, MD, JE) are due to retire in Spring 1999. We
are therefore looking for nominations for these
positions. If you know of anyone who would like to
be considered please write to the Secretary.
Please note that this nomination must be seconded
by another BCTS member. If insufficient nominees
are found from the general members then the
Committee will nominate as they deem appropriate.
As regards the position of Chairman, the
Committee have nominated Professor Tim
Hardingham to stand for another 3 year term of
office. Professor Hardingham has agreed to this
nomination. Nominations must be received no
later than November 2" 1998. If required a
postal ballot will be held at the end of 1998.
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Membership Information

Are you paying the right fee?

In the last few months the Committee has
undertaken a complete audit of the membership
updating addresses and checking on payment of
fees. The present membership fees for 1998 are
£10 for full members, £2 for student members and
as previously, no fee for Honorary members.
These fees are due on 1% January each year.
During this audit we have found that although the
following members are listed as paying by Direct
Debit no 1998 membership fee was paid into the
BCTS Bank Account. Could the members whose
names appear on the list please verify with their
bank that they are still paying by direct debit and
send the Treasurer their bank account name and
number. If you find you are still paying £5 please
increase your direct debit to £10. If you find that
your direct debit has lapsed please send the
Treasurer a check for £10 and complete the name,
address and direct debit parts of the membership
form (appended). If you fail to send us your 1998
subscription fee we will have to cancel your
membership. Please help the Society to stay
solvent by paying your membership fees.

BCTS Treasurer

Prof. John Gallagher
Christie Hospital

Dept of Medical Oncology
Wilmslow Road, Withington
Manchester, M20 4BX, UK

Adel Abdelfattah

Richard Farndale

Thomas Aigner Amanda Fosang
lan Anglin Lars-Ake Fransson
Paul Bishop John Gaffen

Carol Black Dugaid Gardner
Peter Bruckner Maxine Gowan
Graeme Carroll Kate Gregory
John Chapman Phillip Gribbon
Shazia Chaudhry Rachel Hall

lan Clark Joan Heath

S Clements Beatrice Hemmen
Caroline Clifford Adnano Henney
Amanda Cooper Peter Jones

Varrie Craig Shaun Jones

M A Critchiow Chris Lovell

Jay Dudhia S Manning

Stina Ekman Jason Mansell
Derek Ellison Guiseppe Mascellani

Jurgen Engel
Susanne Fang-Kircher
Norman McKie

Neville McBrien
Louise McKenna
Simon Robins
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Terek Moawad Garth Robinson

Ali Mobashen Amin Rufai

Allison Morton Padmini Sarathichandra
Heather Nield Rachel Sawtell
Emma Nutall Beth Sermon

Hans Oxlund Steve Shnyder
Trevor Palmer Laura Sinclair
Gordon Paul Myra Stephens
Andy Pitsillides S A Taylor

David Platt Michael Thomas
Peter Purslow Alison Thomlinson
Tracey Rafferty Jeremy Tumbull
James Ralphs Jenny Tyler
Francoise Redini Rachel Waddington
Elaine Rees Anne Ward

Sarah Rees John Wardale
Graham Riley Andreas Zambelli
Sandra Robb Min Zhou

Under the provision of the Data Protection Act 1994
$.33(3) we are required to inform our members that we
are holding a mailing list on computer disc. The
information is only for the purpose of distributing or
recording the distribution of articles of information to
members and consists only of their names; addresses
and other particular necessary for such distribution. A
member objecting to the information being held as
mentioned should notify the current BCTS Secretary.

Encourage your colleagues to join

the BCTS

The BCTS can only exist with the support of its
members. Please encourage your students, and
colleagues, both clinical and non-clinical, to join us.
The benefits of membership include reduced
registration to all BCTS Meetings, the opportunity
to apply for various awards and bursaries, and of
course free subscription to the newsletter
Connective Issues. A copy of the membership
application form can be found at the end of this
newsletter.

Website Information

One of our new Committee members, Jay Dudhia,
has agreed to take on the responsibility for the
Society website. At present final details are being
arranged as regards the address but it will either be
bsmb.ac.uk or bsmb.org.uk. The site should be
up and running in about a month. The site will
include an introduction to the Society, up-to-date
information about forthcoming meetings, a
members comments/suggestions area, links to
related societies, other useful web addresses,
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membership and bursary application forms, our
Consitution. If anyone has any information they
would like to see included or any contributions
please contact the Secretary or Jay Dudhia.

KAPPA DELTA AWARD
by Tim Hardingham

We are pleased to bring to your attention that
Professor Bruce Caterson from the Connective
Tissue Biology Laboratories, University of Wales,
Cardiff has been awarded the prestigious Kappa
Delta Award of the Orthopaedic Research Society
(USA) for 1998. Bruce received the Elizabeth
Winston Lanier Award at the opening conjoint
session of the Orthopaedic Research Society and
the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons in
New Orleans in March 1998. His paper was
entitted "The use of monoclonal antibody
technology to study cartilage metabolism in health
and disease" and it described Bruce's research in
developing antibodies to glycosaminoglycan,
protein, peptide and cleavage site specific epitopes
which has had, and continues to have, a major
impact on our investigations into the biology of
extracellular matrices. The award is a fitting
recognition of the outstanding contribution Bruce
has made to our research field and on behalf of
BCTS members | would like to extend to him our
sincere congratulations.

The British Connective Tissue

Society Young Investigator Award
The BCTS would like to invite applications from
young investigators in the field of matrix research
for the new Young Investigator Award. This award,
which will be given annually at the Spring meeting
of the Society, aims to recognise the contribution
made by younger researchers to the field of matrix
biology. The recipient will be invited to give a
special seminar and will be awarded a one hundred
pound honorarium and presented with a certificate.
The cost of attending the meeting will be met by
the Society including registration, reasonable travel
costs, accommodation and meals.

This award provides an excellent opportunity to
acknowledge the outstanding work that is carried
out by younger members of the Society. We
sincerely hope that we will receive a number of
applicants for this first award, which is sponsored
by Perkin Elmer-Applied Biosystems, and will be
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presented at the Oxford meeting in March 1999.
To all young investigators, don't be shy, put
yourself forward for the Young Investigator Award.
It is a unique opportunity to be invited to give a
lecture and receive one hundred pounds in
recognition of the contribution you have made to
research in Matrix biology. While we will not be
accepting nominations for the award, if you believe
that one of your colleagues should apply for the
award, please encourage them to do so. These
awards are there for you, so please apply for them.

Guidelines for applicants

1. The applicant should be 35 years or under on the date of
the presentation of the award.

2. The applicant should have been a member of the Society
for at least 12 calendar months.

3. The applicant should apply in writing to the secretary of the
Society providing four copies of the following: a letter (1
side of A4) stating why they should be considered for the
award; a 1 page CV; and a supporting letter from their
head of department. The applicant should send four
copies of the one publication that they think definitively
describes the research they have carried out in the field of
matrix biology.

4. A committee of four (BCTS Chairman, BCTS Secretary and
2 co-opted BCTS members) will review the application and
decide on a winner.

Applications should be sent to Secretary Dr
Rose Maciewicz at the address on the first page
and must arrive no later than October 1%, 1998.

Support of IJEP Poster Competition

Win a prize for your poster

Will you be presenting a poster at a BCTS
meeting? It took hours to put together, you're
presenting some good work and you are pleased
with how your poster looks. THEN WHY NOT
ENTER OUR NEXT POSTER COMPETITION
AND WIN ONE HUNDRED POUNDS? The poster
competition, which is sponsored by the
International Journal of Experimental Pathology, is
designed to reward PhD students and Postdocs,
who put a lot of time and effort into making an
excellent collection of posters at the BCTS
meetings each year. If you are a PhD student or
Postdoc please enter the competition. You have
nothing to lose and you may just win one hundred
pounds. The next competition will be held at the
Spring BCTS meeting in Oxford in March 1999 and
further details will be announced in the next BCTS
newsletter. You have lots of time to prepare. If
you are a supervisor, encourage your PhD
students and Postdocs to enter the competition.
Not only will they receive some money, but more
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importantly it will draw attention to their work and
receipt of the reward might be a useful addition to
their CV!

IJEP Poster Competition Rules:

1. It will be held once per year and at a BCTS meeting
selected by the Committee.

2. The competition will be publicised well in advance.

3. The competition is open to PhD students and recently
qualified post-docs (up to 2 years), who must indicate prior
to the meeting their intention to enter the competition.

4. Up to 3 scholarships of £100 each will be awarded,
dependent on the quality of the presentations. If the quality
is low, no awards will be made.

5. The posters will be judged by at least 3 Committee
members who will view the posters as well as discuss the
work with the poster presenter. Criteria for judging the
posters will be: clarity of the presented poster; scientific
content; and scientific understanding of the work.

6. The award to be used by the recipient as they choose.

7. The recipients of the award to be notified at the meeting
and also to be listed in the next newsletter issue.

Call for BCTS Bursaries

The BCTS awarded 3 bursaries to attend the
Spring 1998 meeting in Cardiff. The recipients
were Miss Maddy Parsons (Dept. of
Cardiopulmonary Biochemistry and Respiratory
Medicine, UCLMS, The Rayne Institute), Dr. Jo
- Lewthwaite (Cellular Microbiology Research Group,
Eastman Dental Institute, UCL) and Dr. Steve
Fenwick (Rheumatology Research Unit,
Addenbrookes Hospital).

We are offering BCTS bursaries to attend the
Autumn 1998 BCTS meeting in Leicester. Young
members of the Society are encouraged to apply
for bursaries (up to a maximum of £75) to assist
with attending these meetings. Bursaries will only
be considered if they are submitted on a current
BCTS Bursary application form which can be found
in the appended section of this newsletter.
Applications should be sent to the Secretary and
not to the meeting organiser. The application
should be accompanied by a copy of the
abstract to be presented at the meeting and a
one page curriculum vitae.

e The deadline for receipt of bursaries to
attend the Leicester meeting is August 14",
1998. The applications will be reviewed rapidly
by the Committee and applicants will be
informed of the outcome on or around August
21™, 1998,
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Criteria for Bursaries

I. Applicants should have been members of the Society for at
least 1 full calendar year.

1I. Applicants should be submitting an abstract and presenting
a poster for the meeting to be attended.

I11. Applicants should be at an early stage of their career and
unlikely to have access to travel funds. Most often where
support for an overseas meeting is given this is the first
such meeting they attend. For this reason emphasis is
aiways given to young researchers who are generally in
short term contract positions, i.e. mainly graduate students
and occasionally early post-docs.

IV. The work described in the abstract must be novel and likely
to be of a quality that would reflect well as a BCTS
supported contribution.

FORTHCOMING BCTS MEETINGS :
AUTUMN 1998 Meeting Programme
The Biology of Hyaluronan

Included with this newsletter is the final programme
and registration form for the Autumn 1998 BCTS
meeting. This meeting is being held conjointly with
the Glycoconjugate Group of the Biochemical
Society and will take place at the University of
Leicester 21%" - 22" September 1998. it is being
orgarised by Tim Hardingham and John Sheehan
from the University of Manchester. A strong
international group of speakers have agreed to
participate in the meeting, which will focus on a
range of new discoveries in hyaluronan related
research. The Biochemical Society is handling
registration, the deadline for which is August
21%, 1998. The registration form must be sent to
the Biochemical Society not the BCTS. On this
registration form you will note that non-members of
the Biochemical Society are requested to pay £100
per day registration fee. As this is a joint meeting
of the BCTS and the Biochemical Society those
members of the BCTS who are not also members
of the Biochemical Society should note that the
non-member fee has been waived. Please pay the
Member registration fee of £25 (excluding
students), however to get this lower registration fee
you must note on the form that you are a member
of the BCTS.

21° September

Paul Weigel (Oklahoma, USA) Characterisation of
the Group A and Group C Streptococcal HA
Synthases

Andrew Spicer (Davis, USA) Mammalian HA-
Synthases: Lessons from Knockout Mice

Koji Kimata (Aichi, Japan) Mammalian HA-
Synthases and their Functions

Vincent Hascall (Cleveland, USA) HA Metabolism




Sharon O’Kane (Manchester, UK) Knockout
Models and Wound Healing

Session 8 Chairmen, RAF Clark & Mark Ferguson
John D Williams (Cardiff, UK) Wound Healing in
the Peritoneum

David W Thomas (Cardiff, UK) Oral Mucosal
Wound Healing

DA McGrouther (London,UK) Healing in Surgical
Wounds

AUTUMN 1999 BCTS Meeting
Preliminary Information
Biology and Therapeutic Strategies

in Skeletal Disease

A joint meeting with the Bone and Tooth Society,
which will be held at The University of Aberdeen,
King's College Conference Centre, Aberdeen,
Scotland, Monday September 6" to Tuesday 7"
1999. In addition to the plenary speakers, a
number of authors submitting abstracts will be
selected by the organising committee to present
their work as talks. There will be a Dinner and
Ceilidh on the evening of 6™ September. As this
will be a full two-day meeting, travel the day before
the meeting is advised. Further details and a
~ complete programme of plenary speakers will
appear in the next Connective Issues. The local
organisers are Professor Stuart Ralston (BATS),
Department of Medicine and Therapeutics,
Polwarth Building, Medical School, Foresterhill,
Aberdeen (Tel 01224 681818 ext 53015,
s.ralston@abdn.ac.uk) and Dr Garry Rucklidge,
(BCTS) Skeletal Research Unit, The Rowett
Research Institute, Bucksburn, Aberdeen AB21
9SB (Tel 01224 716640, gjr@rri.sari.ac.uk).

XVith FECTS meeting

The XVIth FECTS meeting will be held in Uppsala
Sweden on August 2™ - 6™ 1998. For further
information, including abstract and registration
forms please access the internet site
(http://www.bmc.uu.se/symposia/fects.html).

Further information can also be obtained from:
“FECTS", Uppsala Turist & Kongress

Fyris torg 8 S-753 10 Uppsala, Sweden
Tel:+46 18 27 48 07, Fax:+46 18 69 24 77
email kongress@utkab.se

XVith FECTS Scientific Programme
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Plenary Lectures

Sunday August 2" Glycobiology

C Hughes (London, UK) The Galectin Family:
Carbohydrate-Binding Proteins Involved in Cell
Differentiation

H Clausen (Copenhagen, Denmark) Control of
Mucin-Type O-linked Protein Glycosylation

M Jalkanen (Turku, Finland) From Cellular
Homeostasis to Signal Induction with Syndecans

A Lander (lrvine, USA) Proteoglycans and their
Roles in the Developing Nervous System

Monday August 3" Developmental Biology

L Fessler (Los Angeles, USA) The Functions of
Extracellular Matrix  Proteins in  Drosophila
Development

C Streuli (Manchester, UK) ECM-Directed
Signalling Pathways that Regulate Differentiation
and Apaoptosis in Breast Epithelial Development

U. Mayer (Martinsried, Germany) Mutational
Analysis of Basement Membrane Proteins and
Receptors

D Wedlich (Ulm, Germany) Cell Adhesion and
Signalling in Xenopus Development

Tuesday August 4" Matrix Receptors

K Campbell (lowa City, USA) Dystroglycan: A
Critical Mediator of Cell-Matrix Interactions in
Development and Disease

T. Pihlajaniemi (Oulu, Finland) Type XiIl Collagen,
a Transmembrane Protein Implicated in Cell-Matrix
Association

G Tarone (Turin, ltaly) Functional Properties of p1
Integrin Splicing Variants

A Sonnenberg (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) Role
of the Integrin o664 in the Assembly of
Hemidesmosomes and Epidermal Cell Adhesion

Wednesday August 5" Genetic Disorders

J. Bonaventure (Paris, France) Skeletal disorders
caused by mutations in FGFR genes

E Engvalla (La Jolla, USA) Animal and in Vitro
Models for Muscular Dystrophy

K Tryggvason (Stockholm, Sweden) Genetic
Disorders and Targeted Mutations Lessons About
Function of Basal Lamina Proteins

Workshops on extracellular matrix components
within the general areas :

Structure and Function
Biosynthesis and Catabolism

Gene Expression

Cell-cell and Cell-matrix Interactions
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BRITISH CONNECTIVE TISSUE SOCIETY
BURSARY APPLICATION FORM

Application form to be completed and returned with a copy of the completed Conference application
form, a copy of the abstract to be presented at the meeting and a one page curriculum vitae, to:

BCTS Secretary

Dr Rose Maciewicz

Cardiovascular, Metabolism & Musculoskeletal Research Department

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

Alderley Park, Macclesfield

Cheshire, SK10 4TG UK

The applicant should have been a member of the British Connective Tissue Society for 12 months prior to this

application. Applicants will be informed as soon as possible and should not await such notification before
submitting their Conference application.

...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................

Addltlonal sources of support (Indicate other sources to which you will apply for financial assistance to attend
the Conference and the amount you might expect to receive.)

Support statement (A brief supporting recommendation by the applicant’s Head of Department or Supervisor.)






BRITISH CONNECTIVE TISSUE SOCIETY

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
To be completed in BLOCK CAPITALS and returned to the Secretary. Please include appropriate membership fee.

Secretary: Dr Rose Maciewicz, Cardiovascular, Metabolism & Musculoskeletal Research Department, Zeneca Pharmaceuticals, Alderley Park,
Macclesfield, Cheshire. SK10 4TG UK. email: rose.maciewicz@alderley.zeneca.com

SIENALULE. ..ottt SIENATUTE. ...ttt sttt

Should you not know any member of the Society personally, please write to the Secretary.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT ...ttt bbb e b4 s b b bR s st s bbb e m e nn bbb

Please indicate V'
MEMBERSHIP FEES: Full membership £10 p.a....................... Student membership £2 p.a........................

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP (To be signed by the student’s supervisor)

The application should be accompanied by a cheque, made payable to the BRITISH CONNECTIVE TISSUE SOCIETY, for the subscription for
the current year January to December.

Please complete the banker’s order for future subscriptions. Should your application be unsuccessful your cheque and banker’s order will be
returned.
DO NOT DETACH

BANKER’S ORDER
To: (name and address of your bank)

Please pay on the 1* January to National Westminster Bank plc, City of London Office, P.O. Box 12258, 1 Princess St., London, WC2R 8PA

Code No. 60-00-0IT, the sum of £.......cccoeriiiiiiiiieeiece s ( POUNDS) for credit to the account of
(in words)

the BRITISH CONNECTIVE TISSUE SOCIETY, Account No. 09670343 quoting reference No. ...........c.c.cooeeeiieeereee e
(leave blank, for BCTS records only)

and make similar payments annually on the 1* January until this order is cancelled in writing, charging such payments to:






